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TRAIN TIME

PennDOT is seeking to invest $41 million into Pennsylvania's rail network by funding rail-based
economic development projects across the commonwealth. Starting August 3rd, private rail
operators and businesses will be able to apply for funding from the Rail Freight Assistance
Program, which draws money from the Multimodal Transportation Fund, and the bond-funded Rail
Transportation Assistance Program. Approved projects will aim to maintain or expand freight rail
service and boost the capacity of a heavily relied on mode of transportation in Pennsylvania.

LIVING HIGH ON THE HOG

The Trump Administration’s Agriculture Department announced that Juniata County native Chris
Hoffman will serve as the Pennsylvania state director of the USDA Rural Development program.
This initiative aims to improve the lives of rural Americans by using loans and grants to support
economic development. Hoffman, who was named America's Pig Farmer of 2019-20 by the
National Pork Board, served as the President of the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau since 2022 until his
resignation earlier this month. This appointment does not require U.S. Senate confirmation, so
Hoffman has already begun working as PA's state director. Congratulations!

AIRPORT GREEN SPACE

Pittsburgh International Airport has opened its first outdoor terrace, complete with greenery,
seating, and walking paths. Located before the TSA security checkpoint, the space allows travelers
and those without tickets to enjoy the outdoor area year-round, including winter months. The
airport plans to add three more outdoor decks, further distinguishing the facility as one of the few
U.S. airports with outdoor spaces.

HEALTHCARE CUTS

Dr. Mehmet Oz, the Trump Administration's Administrator of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, announced this week that the agency will no longer operate the Medicare Part D subsidy
program. The program has helped lower prescription drug costs and reduce premiums for millions
of older and disabled individuals. The subsidies are set to expire at the end of the year, with



premiums for some expected to increase by as much as $10 per month and in many cases,
decreasing... according to Administration officials.  And everyone can get free spaghetti tomorrow...

HERSHEY MUSIC
Several big acts are coming to Hersheypark Stadium in August, first among them Guns n' Roses,
the legendary hard rock band. They will perform this Saturday, August 1st, joined by a special
guest, the hip hop group Public Enemy. Country artist Tyler Childers will take the stage on August
14th. His show was originally scheduled for June 11th but was moved due the birth of his new
baby. The next day, on August 15th, singer Kesha will perform. Rapper Pitbull closes out the
month on August 22. He will be joined by fellow rapper Lil Jon. The final Hersheypark concert of
the summer will be on September 15th, featuring recent Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee Iron
Maiden.

Happy Birthday
Today: 

 State Senator Judy L. Schwank 
 Former State Representative
Curtis G. Sonney 
 Joe Massaro, President & CEO,
PA Restaurant & Lodging
Association (PRLA) 
 Sean Kitchen, PA Political
Correspondent, Courier
Newsroom 
 Eric Gutshall, VP of
Government Affairs, Career
Education Colleges &
Universities (CECU) 
 Mark Fetzko, Director of
Budget and Finance, Office of
Sen. Kim Ward 
 Jasmine Rivera, Candidate for
the 95th District, PA House of
Representatives 

Saturday: 

 State Representative Daniel J.
Deasy 
 State Representative Eric
Davanzo 

Committee Meetings
(S) Democratic Policy –
9:30AM - Public hearing on
lowering consumer grocery
costs 



 State Representative Amen
Brown  
 State Representative Joe
McAndrew 
 Former State Senator John P.
Blake, District Director and
Economic Development
Specialist at Office of U.S.
Congressman Matt Cartwright 
 Barbara Hafer, Former State
Treasurer & Auditor General 

Sunday: 

 State Representative Nathan
Davidson 
 Former Speaker, PA House of
Representatives Michael Turzai
 
 Former State Representative
Joseph Gladeck, Jr. 
 Josh Wilson, Director of
Legislative Affairs, Pennsylvania
Treasury 
 Stephen Drachler, Semi-
Retired; Principal, Drachler &
Associates 
 Noah Marlier, Prothonotary,
Montgomery County 
 Eileen Hartnett Albillar,
Candidate for the 6th District,
PA Senate 
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