
 

Presented by Greenlee Partners

July 29, 2026

STATE GAMES OF AMERICA

Thousands of athletes and spectators are making their way to Happy Valley this weekend as the
State Games of America gets underway. The 10-day, Olympic-style competition features more than
30 sports and is expected to bring participants from across the country to Centre County.
Organizers hope the influx of athletes and spectators will generate new tourism and economic
activity outside of the busy football season. Let’s get ready for some table tennis!

LAWMAKERS HONOR LEBRON

The Pennsylvania House Philadelphia delegation, led by State Representative Morgan Cephas (D-
Philadelphia), is seeking to designate July 24, 2026 as "LeBron James Day" following the NBA
superstar's decision to join the Philadelphia 76ers. Supporters say that James' move to Philadelphia
is a historic moment for the franchise and the Commonwealth, citing his accomplishments on the
court and his philanthropic work off it. The legislation has yet to be introduced but comes days
after Governor Shapiro proclaimed July 24th as "LeBron James Day" in Pennsylvania.

DEAN'S DEPARTURE

Danielle Conway is leaving her role as Dean of the Penn State Dickinson Law School, according to
the university. Her abrupt departure was effective immediately as of this past Friday, when the news
was made public. Penn State's public statement noted Conway's work to unify Penn State's two law
schools into one bi-campus institution and create the Antiracist Development Institute at the school.
Conway, who served as Dean since 2019, will remain on the faculty of Penn State Dickinson Law
Carlisle campus. Laura Williams will be the acting Dean until Conway's successor is found.

COLLEGE-LEVEL MATH

Albright College in Reading, struggling financially since 2024, was issued $65 million in tax-
exempt bonds by the Berks County Municipal Authority. If accepted, Albright could use the money
to refinance its $42 million debt and purchase two of its dorm buildings, both of which are
currently leased. Earlier this month, Albright was threatened with losing its accreditation status due



to financial instability, so this injection of capital could boost the college's turnaround efforts and
keep it from drawing more money from its already-diminished endowment fund.

WILDFIRE SPREAD
French President Emmanuel Macron visited the southwest region of the country on Monday after
firefighters successfully prevented the spread of a wildfire that forced over 200,000 people to flee
the area. President Macron praised the country's firefighters for their work while warning that
forests have become increasingly dry due to recurring heat waves, with another expected to hit
France this week. During his visit, he described the wildfire as France's worst since World War II.

Happy Birthday
State Senator Patty Kim 
Former State Representative
Wendy Ullman 
Al Schmidt, Secretary of the
Commonwealth 
Hank Butler, Executive
Director, PA Jewish Coalition 
Kristin Crawford, Associate
Principal, Health Management
Associates 
David E. Black, Semi-Retired

Committee Meetings
(H) Veterans Affairs and
Emergency Preparedness –
9:00AM - Informational meeting
on Regulation #13-6 State
Veteran's Benefits 
Joint Legislative Budget and
Finance – 9:30AM - Officers'
meeting on HR 208 and Act 20
of 2026 (HB 1505) 
Joint Center for Rural
Pennsylvania – 10:00AM -
Public hearing on supporting
local capacity for data center
development
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