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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from
Greenlee Partners!

PUBLIC SERVICE

Yesterday, former PA Speaker of the House Bryan Cutler announced that he will not be seeking
reelection in 2026. Cutler is currently serving his 8th term in the PA House, representing the 100th
district in Lancaster County. He was elected Speaker in 2020 and served as the Minority Leader in
2023-24. On the announcement, Cutler stated, "It has been the honor of my lifetime to serve and
give back to the community that has given so much to me.”

YINZ BETTER PAY UP

Pittsburgh  residents got an early holiday present which will appear in
their Property Tax Bill next year. Over the weekend, City Council approved a 20% property tax
increase, the first increase in over a decade. According to the City Council Budget Director, the
increase will be roughly $164 per year for an average Pittsburgh resident and is expected to
generate $28 million a year, according to the Budget Director.

SHINDIG IN THE SUSQ

Folks can start their New Year off the “right” way by participating in The Humane Society of
Harrisburg Area’s Penguin Plunge on City Island on New Year’s Day. The plunge is from 10am
until 1pm and will raise money for our four-legged friends. If folks would rather stay warm, they
can still watch and enjoy food trucks, drinks, and cuddle with adoptable puppies. Interested
plungers can register

THAT'S A RAPP

Retirement congratulations to Ken Rapp, Esq.* who is retiring from his position as Chief of Staff to
State Auditor General Tim DeFoor. Ken will be vacating his position on December 31st to assume
his role as a professional retiree. Ken has enjoyed an extraordinary career in public service and
made an impact on the lives of many who serve in and outside of government. Enjoy the retirement
Ken, it's well deserved!



https://secure.qgiv.com/event/penguinplunge2026/

We at Harrisburg: ONLINE send our condolences to the friends and family of Julian Rackow,
Esquire. Julian spent his career with Blank Rome, offering counsel on complex real estate cases and
development transactions. In his free time, Julian was an active member of the Avenue of the Arts
Inc. Board of Directors, a role that he greatly enjoyed and believed in the mission. He leaves behind
his loving wife Paulette, two children, and three grandchildren. will be held tomorrow in
Blue Bell, PA.

Happy Birthday

Today
o Former Majority Leader of the State Senate F. Joseph Loeper
o Jake Wheatley Jr., Senior Executive Consultant, JWJ Consulting, LLC
e Brian Smith, Commissioner, Wayne County
e Brian J. O'Neill, Philadelphia City Council

Wednesday:
¢ Brent Vernon Sr., Managing Director, Project & Account Management, Department
of Community & Economic Development
¢ Helen Wallace, Administrative Assistant, Historic Harrisburg Association

Thursday:
 State Representative Brandon Markosek
e Former U.S. Congressman John E. Peterson
* Ben Kafferlin, City Manager, DuBois PA; Partner, Kafferlin Strategies, LL.C
 Christine Donohue, Justice, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania

Friday:
o Former State Senator Dan Delp
o Former State Representative Dan Truitt

Saturday:
« State Senator Nikil Saval
o State Representative Joe Hamm
e Former State Representative Nick Kotik
e Mark Long, Field Representative, Sen. Cris Dush

Sunday:
» Former State Representative Glen Grell
e Benjamin Dannels*, Principal, Greenlee Partners LL.C
 Stephen Latanishen, Director of Government Relations, PA Department of
Education
e Alec Petrillo, Director of Government Affairs, PA School Boards Association
» Jon Wyant, Legislative Committee, PA FOP
e John J. McNichol*, President & CEO, PA Convention Center Authority
e Rick Gibney, Magisterial District Judge, Perry County



https://obits.levinefuneral.com/julian-rackow
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