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CONGRATULATIONS

Yesterday, the State Senate unanimously re-elected State Senator Kim Ward (R – Westmoreland) to
serve as President Pro Tempore for the 2026 legislative year. In her speech to the chamber, she
noted the passage of the 2025-26 budget, the removal of the state from the Regional Greenhouse
Gas Initiative and implementing new permitting reforms as successes for the Senate. Leaders from
both parties stood to nominate Ward and thanked her for her leadership. Democratic Leader Jay
Costa stated, “She’s always been an honest, pragmatic leader and someone who I think epitomizes
who we are as Pennsylvanians.” Majority Leader Joe Pittman wrote and recited a heartfelt poem. 

SAVINGS?!

Harrisburg taxpayers are  now  set  to be on the hook for legal fees covering the lawsuit that
Mayor  Wanda Williams  has  promised  to  bring against  city  council. The  Mayor  plans to sue the
council after  its  budget  reductions  resulted  in the termination of three members
of the administration. If the case moves forward, both parties will need to find representation from
outside counsel rather than in-house lawyers. 

YINZ MAYOR
Corey O'Connor  was  sworn in as the 62nd  Mayor of Pittsburgh  on Monday, following in the
footsteps of his late father. O'Connor addressed the crowd in a heartfelt ceremony at the Carnegie
Music Hall. The new mayor promises to be "honest and transparent" with Pittsburghers
while laying a "foundation of growth" for the city. Here we go!

OLD BRIDGE'S DEATH
Today marks thirty years after a damaging blizzard struck central Pennsylvania,
claiming  multiple  lives and contributing to an even more treacherous flood. The 1996 flood
demolished a section of the historic Walnut Street Bridge in Harrisburg, after rapidly warming
temperatures melted the immense amount of snow. The flood was so violent that it matched levels
from tropical storms, and unfortunately, the Walnut Street Bridge was right in the path of
destruction. 



A NEW WAY TO PLAY

The  LEGO Group  announced  its  brand-new product  on Monday, the LEGO SMART Play.  The
new SMART  technology will allow Lego pieces to interact with one another, through sound and
lights.  They will launch on March 1st, with the first SMART set being  Star Wars  themed.  Pre-
Orders start in 2 days and can be found here. 

Happy Birthday
State Representative Sean Dougherty 
Former Speaker of the State House John M. Perzel  
Tom Pyne 
Melia Belonus 
Bernard McGinley, Former Judge, Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court 
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