
 

Presented by Greenlee Partners

November 18, 2025 ​

The State House will
convene at 11am and the

State Senate will convene
at 1pm.

HOLIDAY KICKOFF
Christmas officially arrived in Harrisburg this week as crews set up a 25–30-foot tree from
McCurdy’s Tree Farm outside of City Hall. The city will hold its annual tree lighting on
Friday at 6 p.m., featuring an artist market, carolers, free treats, and a visit from Santa.
Festivities continue Saturday with the Harrisburg Holiday Parade, themed “deck the
paws,” bringing back giant balloons, bands, and dance groups for the 10 a.m. kickoff on
Front and Second Streets. 

GIFTS BE GONE
Yesterday, more than one hundred people protested current laws in Pennsylvania for what
they believe allows for elected officials to receive gifts and other benefits from outside
sources. PA Capitol Police arrested eighteen protestors for blocking hallways and
attempting to enter a Senator's office. Some of them were outside the offices of Senate
Majority Leader Joe Pittman  and House Majority Leader Matt Bradford waiting for
them and chanting anti-gift slogans.

CHIEF OF STEEL
Pittsburgh Mayor-elect Corey O'Conner  announced his pick for Pittsburgh Chief of
Police in Jason Lando. Lando was a former policeman on Pittsburgh's force, having
served for 21 years including as a first responder to the mass shooting at the Tree of Life
Synagogue in 2018. The announcement came quicker than expected as the previous police
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chief was hired after more than a year of searching and interviewing between a dedicated
hiring firm and a panel of citizens and law enforcement.

TRANSIT STRIKE LOOMS
SEPTA’s largest union voted to authorize a strike, potentially leading to a shutdown of
buses, trolleys and subway service across Philadelphia. Both sides say a walkout is not
imminent, but the vote adds pressure as contract talks continue after Local 234’s deal
expired November 7th. Leaders say they want a two-year agreement aligned with SEPTA’s
temporary funding plan, and workers argue they’re fed up with poor conditions. Regional
Rail would keep running under a different union, though riders there are already dealing
with delays from ongoing safety repairs. Negotiators plan to meet again today. 

ENTER SANDMAN
Yesterday, former Penn State football head coach James Franklin found a new home at
Virginia Tech. The deal for Franklin to be the Hookies' new head coach was finalized after
weeks of speculation that he would end up in Blacksburg. As a part of the negotiation, Penn
State was able to work on the buyout, now owing Franklin $9 million instead of the
originally anticipated $49 million. Franklin replaces Brent Fry in VT, who was fired after
week 3, and formerly worked as Franklin’s defensive coordinator at Penn State. 

Happy Birthday
PA Auditor General,
Timothy L. DeFoor 
State Representative Jared
Solomon  
Former State Representative
Becky Corbin 
Former State Representative
Matt Dowling 
Edward Marsico, Jr.,
Judge, Dauphin County Court
of Common Pleas 
Jeff Varner, Sales Manager,
Devnet 

Committee Meetings
(H) Appropriations – OTF –
To be announced 
(H) Aging and Older Adult
Services – OTF – To
consider: HR 366 
(H) Veterans Affairs and
Emergency Preparedness –
OTF – To consider: HR 354,
369 
(S) Rules and Executive
Nominations – OTF – To
consider: HB 1359 
(S) Appropriations – OTF –
To consider: HB 17, 439, 923,
1176, 1359 and SB 1050 
(H) Health – 9:00AM – To
consider: HB 1043, 1652,
1715 
(H) Game and Fisheries –
9:00AM – To consider: HR
356 and SB 533 
Joint Pennsylvania Capitol
Preservation Committee –



9:30AM - CPC full committee
meeting 
(H) Children and Youth –
9:30AM – To consider: HB
144, 1873, 1936 and HR 367 
(S) Aging and Youth –
9:30AM - Public hearing on
Protecting Older
Pennsylvanians: Ensuring
Quality and Oversight in
Aging Services 
(H) Children and Youth –
10:00AM – Public hearing on
HB 133 
(H) Energy – 10:30AM – To
consider: HB 1260 and HB
2017 
(S) Health and Human
Services – 11:00AM - To
consider: SB 899, 1095 
(S) Communications and
Technology – 12:30PM – To
consider: SB 1090 
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